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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the 
mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this cotmiunication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent temi adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)K Responsive to communication(s) filed on Dec 4, 2003 



2a} K This action Is FINAL. 2b)C\ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed In accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle. 1 935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 21 3. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) K Claim(s) 1-39 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above, claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5}n Claim(s)__ is/are allowed. 

6) K Claim(s) 1-24. 29, and 31-39 is/are rejected. 

7) K Claim (s) 25-28 and 30 is/are objected to. 

8) □ Claims are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

lOlD The drawing(s) filed on is/are a) □ accepted or b}D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

I !)□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: ajD approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner, 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)n Some* c)U None of: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 
a)n The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) n Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§120 and/or 121. 
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I I □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTa41 3) Paper No(8). 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notico of Informal Paterrt Application (PTO-1 521 

3) n Information Disclosure Statements) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s). 6) O Other: 



U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 15 



# 



Application/Control Number: 09/285,934 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2173 

DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections 't}35JL/SC~§. 1 03 
1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which'^forms^.the basis for all 



obviousness rejectipns set forth in thi's.Office action: 



^^^^^ ^-^^ ^>-t\ 



(a) A pateritmay not be obtained thougli(tl^ my^ identically disclosed drdescribed as set forth 

in section i p2 of this title, if the differences betwee^^^^ matter sought to be patentisd and the prior 

art are such that the subject matter as a whole^woufd have been obvious at the time the^invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to^which siTid subject matter pertains. Patentability, shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the inyention^was^made. " 



2. Glmms 1-24, 29 and 31-39 are reiectedkindei^^^^.S.CJ! 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Valdez Valdez, Jr. (US PatentJNq.^6,426^778) Mn view of Dwyer et al. (US Patent No. 

5,706,457):^-:, I 



Regarding^claim 1, Valdez, Jrrdiscloses displayirTg^an edited time based stream of 



information of a source media (see Abstract); and transferring' said edited <time based stream to a 
sequential storage device using an icon (see"c61: 6,'^ lines 5-40 and col. 7glines 9-67); however, 
Valdez fails to explicitly teacb wlierein said icon represents, a fiinction to be performed on said 
sequential storage device. 

Dwyer teaches wherein said icon represents a function to be performed on said sequential 
storage device (see abstract and col. 4, lines 50-67). It would have been obvious to one of an 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide icon represents a function 
to be performed on said sequential storage device as taught by Dwyer to the editing system of 
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Valdez in order to allow images to be accessed randomly, and video can be easily manipulate 
into any desired sequence where is in media clip video editing system. 

Regarding claim 2, ValdezjJf:,d:iSloses(editing between said source media and a 



destmation media using-a^threemdint edit (see coL 7-8, lines \-6l):/^/4'y ^ 

Regarding^claim 3, Dwyer discloses wherein tranisferring said edited itime based stream 
comprises transferring said edited time based jstreafmto^a 'portion of a window/'said window 
havmg at least one icon; said icon performing a^^function on said sequential device by defauU 
(see col. 5, lines 3-57). -.^■■.:-.v^^-^-^^.^..^^z_ 

\ A / 

Regardmg claim 4, Dwyer discloseS;whereihltransferririg said edited time based stream 



comprises transferring said edited timeJ^ased:str&m:tfes^id icon, said icon perfDrming said 
function omsaid sequential devic£(see:jD0p6,4m^ 



Regarcling claim 5, Valdez^^'Jf^a'discIoses whS^ein'Jransferring said edited time based 
stream comprisesxlicking said icon with a cursor control device, said icon?peff6rming said 



function on said sequential device (see coiri9VimeV30-67) 

Regardmg claim 6, VaMez, Jr.' discloses >vhereiri said;function is one of an insert edit, an 
assembly edit and a preview edit (see col. 20, lines 1-64). 

Regarding claim 7, Valdez, Jr. discloses black and coding a tape contained in said 
sequential device (see figures 3A-4). 
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Regarding claims 8 and 9, Valdez, Jr. discloses using a timecode indicator to position a 
playhead of said sequential storage device; and using one of a mark in icon and a mark out icon 
to position a playhead of said sequentialisToragedeHce (see-col. 21, lines 1-67). 

As per claims lQr23^&e apparatus claims that corresponds^o^a method claims 1-9, and 
thus are rejected for the aforementioneHjreason. ,..^^1 ''^<//r>- 



Regarding'Claim 24, Dwyer disclosesfcompuUngldevice including a firsPcircuitry 



configured .to' transfer said edited time based^slream^to said sequential storage device\using said 
icon (see col. 7, lines 24-54):i------- ------™ 

Regarding claim 25, Valdez, Jr.^a'fSkSoks^aCsecond circuitry configured to perform a 
three point editing between said source.media-ariS-a^dekiiiation media (see figures 4-8). 

Lt(S( 



Regarding claim 29, Vaia?z3isclpses J.ta^ejiaving3^^^ and code format (see figures 2 



As per claijns-;31-39 are method claims that corresponds to apparatus;clmms 1-9 and 24- 



25 , and thus are rejected for,the aforementioned-reason. (J^ "vj^ 



// Response to, Ar^ 



3. Applicant's arguments filed on October 10, 1997 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

On page 9, of the remark; Applicant argues that Valdez and Dwyer do not teach or 
suggest " edited time based stream to a sequential storage device using an icon". However, the 



# 
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limitations as claimed set forth to read on "In such a graphical user interface, an icon or other 
similar symbol may represent a given amount of information or object which may be video data, 
textual data or audio data or a particul^iile or instmcfion^f ais icon representation may be 
moved about on the screen by-a user and interconnected or linlcedCwith>other icons to form a 
multimedia story.<Thus^ without having<tp,actually manipulate sound or'^videU^materials, the 
graphical user^interface provides a repres|dMGn^)^i^^ of those pieces of irSD|miation which 



may be manipulated by the user in a fashion He or she desires on the screen, usini a^mouse or 

another cursor pointing devicef Once^he^serfhas linlced4he-variGUS materials or objects in the 

\ t'i / 

desired format, the information may be-retfreved^nfthetorder established by the user ' or, in the 



case of a multimedia presentation, tlie multimedia-preset^ "story" can be "played." This 

(antage;that;( 

somewhat complex presentations witliout knowing niuiGlf abjutj computers by^smj^y taking a 



graphical user-interface has the advantage^thatfe^ user may^author 



icon symbol or othefxepresentation of a particular type and given amount. c^/data and 



manipulating that image'on the user's compiitensereen. The underlyinglprogram possesses the 
intelligence to react to the mbvem^ent^of the- representation br^s>^ on the user's computer 

' '^'^-^ ^ !.S S3 ' 

screen and manipulate the underlying data which the symbol represents on the user's computer 
screen. The data structure underlying the operation of the present invention may be a series of 
conventional data structure links well known to those skilled in the art which link various 
pieces of multimedia material. Thus, from the user's point of view, the movement and interaction 
of data may be accomplished simply by connecting and interacting icons on the user's screen. 
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The media editing system 309 provides for the capture of a certain amount and type of data as 
designed by the user or another, such as a video chp or music, and the association of that 



particular data set with a particulaBicbn rejpresenta^^^ symbol. Media editing system 309 may 
mclude a number of graplucal^cbrhponents for composing the structijurejof a story. One is called a 



h ^ ■ ^> 



timelme. In a timeline;>icons representihg.the story's contents are scaled'to depict the length of 
the presentatipitof the material for that icon'^iandiareiplaced in proximity to othericons to show 
timmg, synchronization and composition." see \^aldez col. 17, Hnes 33-64. 

In response to applicant's-argument^Gn^age404hat4here is no suggestion to combine the 

\ (^1 / 

reterencesj^the exammer recognizes that:bbyit)usness.ean only be established by combining or 
modifying the teachings of the prior art top^3duc^>the^cliaimed Invention where there is some 
teaching, suggestion, or motivafion ;tb:3o^so,fb(m^ themsefveis or in the 

knowledge generally available to one1o?lSrdinai^ skiirifrthe art. See In re Fine^37 F.2d 1071 
5 USPQ2d 1596 (Eed>,Cir. \9^2^ In re Joms- 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2a^l941 (Fed. Cir 
1992). In this case,Valdez, Jr. discloses di^ia^an^an edited time baself stream of information of 
a source media used in combination of Dvv^yerls icon represents a function to be performed on 



said sequential storage device. One skill in the""art that would have been obvious to provide icon 
represents a function to be performed on said sequential storage device as taught by Dwyer to the 
editing system of Valdez in order to allow images to be accessed randomly, and video can be 
easily manipulate into any desired sequence where is in media clip video editing system. 



# 
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On page 11, of the remark; Applicant argues that claims 6 and 36 do not teach or suggest 
by Valdez and Dwyer . However , the limitations as claimed set forth to read on "A timeline, 
once completed or partially completed, ^may be(played-using the media editing system 309. The 
position of the icons along tbe- timeline determine the sequence by/whieh^the presentation is 
played back to the^Yiewer. An ex ampl%f,a timeline is^sKpwn in FIG. 6C^Mpdifying a 



conventional media editing system 309 ediHfig;systemftG''handle interactive elerhants offers many 



advantages;/ FIG. 6B shows a media composer 309Misplay view showing a media editing system 



"bin" that lists available interactive elemen^t]iat-may4e inGlud a composition. The ability 
to import-Interactive Programrhing elemeritsfsuch:fasSHTML and other file types into'standard 



media editing system bins allocs th£jediiiii^systenfe(i^^ bn them in much the same way as 

Ic^S^^ags^s: I cap 

other media.elements (organizatioMlycetc,):^ ^ import, a user may/elect the bin 



and choose 



an "import" command.from'^tHe appi-opriafe^rhenu. (The file type of Interactive 



Programming is chosen and the dialog box displays all applicable element-files:- The user then 
may select one or moi^e^files and select an appropriate button to perfomi^'the import of the 
interactive element files. TKe^editing system^309 then nlay list'the interactive elements along 
with the files that contain them. When an Interactive Programming element is imported into a 
media editing system bin, the element file is scanned to see what other element files, if any, are 
referenced by it (for example, if there are image files referenced by the main HTML file). These 
element files may be automatically imported together with the main file. When the user specifies 
that a particular HTML file is to be used in the sequence, these files may be included implicitly 
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as well Just as with other media elements in the bin, the user can select an Interactive 
Programming element to obtain information about it through the media editing system 309 
interface. This information may include the location /;-^ 

of the original file. If the^^s^eidits^he original file, he or she M>^'rc-iinport the file in order to 
update the copy \yithih.the media editirig^ystem bin." seej^aldez col. 1 Splines 25-64. 

On pageH2, of the remark; Appiie5it(arguesftfiat'Clainis 8 and 38 "usingtime code 
mdicator.."/do-not teach or suggest by Valdez^^and Dwyer . However , the limitafibns^as claimed 
set forth to read on Valdez "Inforniation-stGre3S'part=of=eaeh=Gomponent to be described in 
more detail-^below includes: 1) track Xyp^2)$Jayeriunction Code 3) Edit Rate 4)^Parent 5) 
Subcomponent Identifier 6) Edit Nestihg L'g^ek^^&^Vmpute 8) Name 9) Attribute List 



(43) Track type ( 1 ) provides anlMfcliG^^ or media data,Tepresented by 

the component, stich as video, auaioretcfPlayer funcJioh^eode ll) indicates an%lgorithm for 



displaying materials represented fii^the component. A component may also-mcliide edit rate (3) 



that is a representation-of time units used for'determining the duration of^the component. The 
edit rate differs from the actual sample' durations, stored Jn thermedia data, and may be thought of 
as a "virtual" sample rate. An edit rate is a number of edit units per second and is not limited to 
being an integer. For example, the edit rate could be a floating point decimal. The edit rate thus 
defines duration of virtual samples within a component, and determines the smallest editable unit 
of media. For example, a frame-based 30 frame per second NTSC video editing system may use 
an edit unit of 29.97 for its video components. An audio editing system for editing audio 
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associated with the video may use the same edit rate of 29.97. Thus, media data may be 
substituted at a later time with media digitized at a different sample rate, and the composition 
may still be valid because enough infomiation is maintained^o j)erform a sample rate 
conversion. Sample ratexonveirsion capabilities are well-lmownrinjihe^art.'' see col. 12, hues 10- 

On page- 12, of the remark; AppliEant(a%uesffhat^4laims 9 and 39 ''usiriMime code 
indicator , niark in icon or mark out icon." do not teach or suggest by Valdez and-Dwyer . 
However , the limitations as^elaimed set^GrtSto^reaTd^Gn-Valdez "^^ user positions the cursor 
over one^shpt and marks the clip. This>mark^the:eritife^range (duration) of the shot and creates a 
new timehne track. At step 70^, the User invokes-the:ihteractive Programmine track. This track 
IS used to facilitate the encoding ofjembedded-information-for toeractive Programmine of 



mteractive elements. At step 7 1 1 ,,the:user creates an Interactive Elements bm^ihdimports the 
Interactive Programming elements.that will be used within the composition^.'.At'step 713 the 
user patches the Interactive Programming characteristic (track) of the.source element to the 
Interactive Programming, tratk in a w^ll-known manner^ T^e user may continue to mark clips 
further in the timeline, call up new interactive elements, and overwrite them into position. The 
user may open the Interactive Programming, Parameters dialog box to adjust bandwidth, lead- 
time, and dependencies for the transmission of the interactive elements. As discussed above, the 
Interactive Programming parameters will encode and transmit the interactive elements in real 
time through the VBI the information that has just been added to the sequence via the Interactive 
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Programming track in the timeline. The user may play back the composition and watches the 
encoded results on a viewer such as a WebTV-based viewer. The user may further add 



interactive elements to the compositibiijand review) t^^ in a recursive manner. It 

..^^^JN^^i^^- ^tf ))// 

should be understood that<mfiiy other editing sequences are possible,^ahd that this is merely one 
example of an editing^process.." see eol^, lines \4^2^ 

Accordingly, the claimed inventibniafetrepresented in the claims do not^respresent a 
patentable distinction over the art of record. :'4 ^ !^^' '^i-^^r^ 

Allowable Sup^^^ 

4. Claims 25-28 and 30 are objected^V:asil)eiiigQependent upon a rejected baselclaim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in indepehd'ent-folmdfeludi^ all of the limitations of the base 

, claim and any-intervening clainis._i;;:2r:-^^i 1 ^^ ■•■<^ 

c^-'-'v i \ I c^''r^> 

,4:% V Contusion ^/ 

5. The prior art niade of record and notTelied-upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. (PTO-892). "^ffM^r^^^.;.^. ^ 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS fi-om the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
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the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 
1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailirig date of the advisory action. In no event, however, 
will the statutory penod,f@r li^ly expire later than SIX M0NfHS4%m>the mailing date of this 
final action. ^-.-.^ ^ ^-^^s 



V.-. 



/■■/ 



^^Response 



(mm 



6. Responses to this actionJshould.b:&mmied^tG<bG6nimissioner of Patents and^rademarks, 
Washington, D.C. 20231. If applicant^desirSs^^^^ (703) 308-9051 maybe used for 



formal conlmuriications or (703) 3;0il9724-fordnfoi ^ communications.,^ <v 

Pleaselabel "PROPOSEEi';.Gr::.tDRAFT'' for infdrmar facsimile communications. For 



after final responses; please labeK'AFTER FII«JyitL" or "EXEEDITED PR0GEDURE" on the 

document. ^^^^^^^'^ .-■v/'^t^ 

^) ... 

Hand-dehvered responses' should^be brought to Ciystal'-Park % 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington, VA. Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 
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7. 



Any inquiry concerning this comniunica^^ §Eearlier,cornrnunications 



from the examiner 



should be directed to Cao<(Kgyiiij Nguyen whose telephone niifnbiefcis:f7p3) 305-3972. The 
exammer can non^ally.;be reached onMonday-Friday i^gni? 8:30 am to 6:0apm. 



If attemptSjto reach the exammer<by;telephonesare unsuccessful, the exammer s 
supervisor, fohn W. Cabeca, can be reached on (,703^) 308-31 16. The fax number for^this group 
is (703) 308-6606. l.:^.„; 



1 



Ariy-inquiry of a genera 
should be directed to the Groups 

CAO{t<BVfN)lQ0YEN 



natur^oivrelatmg!tbithe,status of this application or^proceeding 
receptiords^ho^se ielipliqn^ number is (703) 305-3800. 




